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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Americans cherish the ‘one’ in our ‘many’
Most eighth-graders who took the National Assessment of Educational Progress Civics Test in 2006 
couldn’t explain the purpose of the Declaration of Independence.  Which means those middle-schoolers 
didn’t understand why, as Americans, we celebrate Independence Day every July 4.  The good news, 
though, includes a report from the Bradley Project on America’s National Identity that finds a longing 
among Americans for a stronger sense of national identity, history and purpose.

84% of Americans agree
we share a unique national identity 

based on shared beliefs, values
and culture.

89% of Americans agree
that “Americanization” — including learning 
English and embracing American values —
is important if immigrants are to fulfill their 

duty as U.S. citizens.

Sources: HarrisInteractive survey of 2,421 U.S. citizens for the Bradley Project 
on America’s National Identity, June 2008 (bradleyproject.org).
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For information on reclaiming America’s first principles, go to heritage.org and click on “First Principles.”


